MEMOIRS 
Hp 


© CHARETTE, 


| *,CHIEF OF THE ROYAL AND CHRISTIAN ARMS 


© > = 
oy 


4. . 0 : 1h: with 
INTERIOR OF FRANCE: 
5 e K's 


ANECDOTES OF HIS PRIVATE. LIFE, 


1 3 THE WAR 


14 VEND1 E. 


; "By AN EMIGRANT OF: DISTINCTION, 


1 * PF 


TRANSLATED. FROM THE FRENCH. 


” - — 
: His ſaltem accumulem Jonis; et Tune inani 
" 10 Munere. 1 VIRGIL... 4 8 
4 * | - 


* 


— i | * f 
PRINTED FOR J. S. JORDAN, No 166, FLEET-STREET. 
y MDCCXCVIL. 
3 : 1 2 
| N | 1 4. % * 
% * 4 * 


6 
e 
— = 


Li LISTS _ 
Like. ar 
k * 


— 


6 
1 TERS = \ = 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


BY THE 


TRANSLATOR. 


HE worth of talents and virtue is in- 
dependent of the cauſe in which they 
are engaged. Without participating, there- 
fore, in the ſentiments of the, French Roy- 
aliſts, without looking complacently on the 
horrors of a civil war, it may be allowable 
to pay a tribute of applauſe to the valour 
and abilities of CHazzrTE. The character 
of the Vendean hero is portrayed with an 
elegant, though perhaps a too friendly, 
pencil in the following little ſketch. But 
little is to. be apprehended from, decking 
virtue in ſplendid colours; it is from the 
envious and prejudiced coldneſs of the hil- 
torian that we have to fear thoſe produc- 


tions 
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tions which deaden the flame of genius by i 
degrading the illuſtrious examples of pa- 
triotiſm and virtue. 


We may at leaſt draw ſome uſeful leſſons 
from the melancholy picture of the war in | 
La Vendee. We may learn that nothing is 
more dreadful in a nation than the violence 
of party ſpirit; and that unrelenting perſe- 
cution on one ſide neceſſarily produces un- 
yielding fury on the other. Nor can we 
omit to obſerve, that, terrible as are the 
evils of war, even theſe are alleviated by 
moderation and benevolence; while the re- 
volutionary cruelty of the * Noyades and 
Fufillades is beheld with horror, and the 
names of Le Bon and Carrier are pro- 
nounced with diſguſt, all parties agree in 
praiſing the moderation diſplayed in fo 
many inſtances by CHarETTE. 


a 


* Drowning and ſhooting. 


PREFACE 


PREFACE 


AUTHOR. 


Have every day expected to ſee ſome pen 


diſplay its eloquence, in praiſe of a man ſo 


worthy of our admiration and regret as the 


by WW illuſtrious Charette. This filence, doubtleſs, 


ariſes from the difficulty of procuring information 


relative to his exploits, from the moment of their 
commencement until the termination of his 
glorious career. Educated in habits of intimacy 
ith him from my tendereſt infancy, nothing 
which concerns him is unknown to me ; and the 
exatt and continued correſpondence, which I 
have kept up with him ever ſince our ſeparation, 


has enabled me to keep him in view through all 


'the 


1 


the different ſituations of his life. Of this cor. | 
reſpondence, I ſhall lay before the public all that 1 


" x 
_ 
Ag 


relates to this celebrated man, convinced that it 
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cannot but prove univerſally intereſting. 


It is not with the confidence of an author, that 
I begin this undertaking ; it is evident I have 
too little pretenſion to that character. Not being f 
r ambitious of literary fame, 1 have little to fear 0 
from criticiſm. In rendering homage to friend. 1 
' ſhip, I write for the ſatisfattion of my own mind, 4 
which feels a ſenſible pleaſure in ſcattering ſome 
flowers on the tomb of my friend. 
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IRS 


HARETTE is dead!. Weep, faithful 
ſubjects; religion has loſt her moſt 
zealous defender; the monarchy its firmeſt 
ſupport, the oppreſt a protector, ihe un- 
happy a father. Weep ! he has borne 
with Rh your eſteem, your admiration, 
perhaps, alas l, your hopes; he has left; be- 
hind him nothing but ſorrow- and regret ! 
If my talents equalled/the ſenſibility which 
fills my ſoul, I ſhould, eaſily exeite the ſen- 


ſibility of my readers; I ſhould cauſe them 


to ſhed. thoſe tears... which . gratitude, and 
friendſhip love to pour upon his tomb. 
But what do I ſay P— The panegyriſt of 


Charette has no need of the magic of 
| B compo- 


OF 
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L 10 ] 
compoſition, of the fictions invented at will 
to move and ſtrike the paſſions; no] by 
relating ſimple fats, by following this great 
man from his youth until the moment which 
terminated his days, I ſhall oblige even his 
enemies to grant him their eſteem; and, 
perhaps, I ſhall have the conſolation of 
hearing them mix their ſighs with the 
mournſul accents * Pp — 

Charette was * thirty-three years of 
age; his height was five feet ten inches; his 
figure well ſet, firm, and graceful ; his EYES 
lively ; bis look bold, but without any 
harſhneſs; the paleneſs of his complexion 
indicated the delicacy of his health; his 
language was ſoft without being affected; 
his ſmile pleaſing; his mantiers affable; he 
poſſeſſed a'good natural genius, enriched by 
education, and had the happy art-of gaming 
ends, and preſerving them till death. 


b Green nen have generally required an am- 
ple theatre in which to exerciſe their talents 
and their vintues ; but the narrow circle of 
Ta Veridee ſuffced to apps Charette: 
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it was within theſe narrow bounds, that he 
diſplayed all the depth of his genius, toge- 
ther with that courage, that truly heroig 
perſeverance, and thoſe neble and elevated 
views which gained him the admiration of 
Europe. From the banks of the Loire to 
thoſe of the Viſtula has fame publiſhed his 
illuſtrious deeds ; and the invincible hero of 
the North“ has with pleaſure rendered ho- 
mage to the valour and fidelity of the 
defender of the religion of his fathers, and 
the honour of his . 


3 * from an ancient u fd 
allied to the nobleſt houſes}, felt 4. an early 
age that a diſtinguiſhed birth impoſes great 
obligations; the alliance which his anceſtors 
had contracted with the illuſtrious name of 
Montmorency excited his ambition to equal 
that firſt Chriſtian baron who | conquered for 
his pen; and his king, in the field of 


See the letter. of Gen Suwarrow to Charms, 
dated on. 1, 170i the 3 e 21 4. 


+ The family of. Charette "=, been. ſeveral times 
conneQed by marriage with that of Montmorency. 


| Tolbiac; j 


CS 4 
Tolbiac and Charette in like manner, ſur- 


Faunded by his faithful Bretons, braved 


death in ſuppon of the lame cauſe,” 
nes: 2 Drs 2ighþc 3 


His e were — in * 
niagiſtricy. and in arms“; he choſe the latter 
himſelf, and the naval ſervice which requires 
deep ſtudy and aſſiduous application, was 
admirably ſuited to the cool and ſteady cha- 
rater of Charette: ſcarcely therefore had 
he completed his ſixteenth year, when he 
paſſed the examinations which were ne- 
ceſſary to admit him into this diſtinguiſhed 
body. e ang ug mo voor} +1 kf 
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The day in which his name Was t 
among the number of the defenders; of the 
en was to him a day of happineſs. His ge- 


i 


* Several magiſtrates of this family have been con- 
Fpicuous i in the partiament of Brittany. In the campaign 
of Bohemia ten of the Charettes ſerved, of whom ſeven 
loſt their lives. This family has had the honour of pro- 
ducing ſeverat Knights of Malta; the eldeſt branch bears 
the title of. Marquis, which Was granted by Louis XV. 
AS A recompenſe for their ſervices ; this title 1s, indeed, 
frequently aſſumeg, at pleaſure, bat in Brittany no one 
dares take it who cannot prove his right to it. 


ww > % # 4s 


nius 


L 8 1 


nius expanded, his ideas became ſublime, as 
he contemplated the vaſt ocean; he examined 
vith attention; he meditated with advantage; 
even his pleaſures tended to the acquire- 
ment of knowledge and inſtruction. Let 
us follow him into the plains of America, 
where at that time eruel war ſpread its de- 
vaſtation; and we ſhall ſee him exereiſe that 
intrepid courage, that innate valour, that 
benevolent and diſintereſted humanity, which 
are not found in common minds. 


At the — of a village (obich the 


Engliſh had defended with their aceuſtomed 


bravery; but where, notwithſtanding their 


reſiſtance, they were conquered) the ſoldiers 


raſhed with fury on the field of battle, and 
ſought revenge for the oppoſition they had 
experienced. Piercing cries are heard, 


Charette flies with the rapiduy, of lightning, 


forces his way through the aſſailants, and 
reaches an apartment where two unhappy 
women ſtood in an agony of grief, whilſt 
an intrepid young man defended them, and 
diſperſed; with his ſword all thoſe who had 
* warty to press but when he ſaw 


8 


H a French 


LD 
à French officer, he advanced towards him 
with that noble confidence which virtue 
preſerves in the hour of misfortune; © I 
yield to you,” faid he; I would have 


_ *. ſacrificed my life in defence of my mother 
„and my ſiſter ; but you will now be their 


defender and ſupport. In placing them 


under the protection of French honour, 


% my mind is free from all uneaſineſs.“ 
Thus did the immortal Bayard, the cheva- 
lier, without fear and without reproach,” 
protect diſtreſt virtue, and refuſe the gifts 
which gratitude would have conſerred. 
Such was Charette amidſt this grateful 
family: the Engliſhman became his friend, 
the mother could not refuſe him her eſteem, 
and the intereſting beauty could not ſee 
without emotions of tenderneſs him who had 
defended her honour and her life. But the 
trumpet of war is heard, imperious duty 
commands him to depart; the veſſel leaves 
the ſhore, the tender fair one gazes with 
anxiety e on the recedin 8 bark, and when ſhe 

no longer beholds | it, pronounces with 


| affection che name of her generous protector. 


. „Gent was ever remembered hy 
| Charette 
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Charette with pleaſure, and he always ſpoke 
of it with ſenſibility, but with that modeſty 


e 

I natural to a noble mind, which in performing 

e a ſublime action, thinks it has done nothing 

r of which the generality of mankind is Y 
r incapable. | 1 
N | | 1 
r, _ Charette haſtened to new combats, and = 
7 to new triumphs; in every ſituation, his C 
T conduct obtained the eſteem and appro- 
by bation of his commanders, the friendſhip * 

1 of his equals, the attachment and reſpect 

]. of thoſe who were under his command. 

1] RY * [6G = 
I, In this buſy and glorious war, he ſig- £ 
i, DB nalized himſelf on many occaſions; calm 3 
= and tranquil amidſt dangers; he meditated 

a on events in ſilence, and ſucceſs or misſor- 7 

= tune were to him an equal ſource of 

y reflection. 

4 Louis XVI. triumphant, but till bene- 

e volent and humane, wiſhed to terminate 

h thoſe calamities which are the inevitable 

4 conſequences of war, by reſtoring tranquil- | 

y _ to the two worlds,” peace to Europe; 


activity 


r 


FEW 3 
activity to commerce and agriculture ; he 
propoſed peade; it was accepted. He took 
advantage of this repoſe to reſtore the arts 
to their former vigour, to encourage the 
ſciences; to increaſe the manufactures, and 
to revive, not the conquering genius of 
Louis the Fourteenth, but that age of 
knowledge which elevated this ſuperb, but 
unfortunate, empire above all other nations. 
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Charette was no longer able to acquire 
glory in arms, but he would not conſume 
bis hours in uſeleſs inactivity; he felt that 
application is indiſpenſibly neceſſary to him 
who is ambitious of filling an exalted ſtation; 
he ſtudied, he meditated on the hiſtories of 
iluſtrious men, of celebrated navigators, 
and reaped in ſo fruitful a field, that know- 
ledge, and thoſe talents, which will at a 
future period immortalize his name. Nor 
did he deem beneath his attention thoſe 
voyages deſigned ſor the inſtruction of 
ſailors; they afforded him new information, 
q sand he ſoon became as well acquainted with 
l | the North ſeas as with the vaſt ocean he 
l * fo often navigated; 


The, 
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The æra of the misfortunes of France 
was that in which Charette was compelled 
to relinquiſh his ſituation ; he returned home 
to enjoy the conſolations of friendſhip. 
Death had deprived him of his parents. 
As the faithful dove languiſhes and ſinks 
under the preſſure of her grief, ſo this 
happy pair could not ſupport a cruel ſepa- 
ration, and the grave ſoon re-united two 
tender hearts, which nature ſeemed to have 
formed for the happineſs of each other. In 
the affection of a valued ſiſter, and a beloved 
brother, he ſought the conſolation neceſ-- 
fary to his exiſtence, and they both regarded 
as a bleſſing the inactivity to which he was 
b condemned, ſince it procured them the hap- 
pineſs of his ſociety. 


. 
; It was only neceſlary to ſee Charette, to 
8 deſtroy the idea ſo generally entertained of 
e che roughnels of a ſailor, The more this 
f b opinion prevailed, the more did it excite 
s X aſtoniſhment to ſee in him that urbanity, 
k that mildneſs, that ſenſibility, Las pleaſing 
as it is intereſting, and which has ſo 


much power over that enchanting ſex to 
| C Vvhom 
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whom nature has been ſo prodigal of her 
gifts. It was to his amiable qualities that 
Charette owed his fortune, and his happi- 
neſs. His circumſtances had been far from 
affluent, though they were regulated with ſuf- 
ficient ceconomy to prevent his being involved 
in debt. The young and intereſting widow of 
his relation Monſ. Charette de B. (an offi- 
cer in the regiment of Auvergne) could not 
behold him without affection: ſhe married 
him, and brought him a e acceſ- 
ſion to his fortune. Charette, by his tender 
attentions, cauſed the happinels of his wife, 


and love bleſſed the ties which he had formed. 


His reſidence 1n the country afforded him 
a thouſand gratifications, which though dil- 
dained by the wealthy, are remembered with 
delight by the virtuous mind; to aſſiſt the 
poor, to relieve the unfortunate, to com- 
promiſe ruinous law-ſuits, to repair the 
loſſes of the induſtrious cottager; and thus 
was each day marked by ſome att of bene- 
volence and humanity, 


A lovely infant added a ſtronger tie to 
their 


9 


their union, Charette, a faithful lover and a 


1 


tender huſband, could not fail to be an 
affectionate father : he embraced his child, 
preſſed him to his heart, and preſented him 
as an offering to that God who had protected 
him through every danger, to that kingdom 
for which he had expoſed his life, and to 
that king whom he ſerved with ſo much va- 
lour and fidelity. But Providence, which 
proves our virtue by the misfortunes it in- 
flicts, deſtined his paternal feelings to the ſe- 
vereſt wound in the death otthis beloved child. 


Time could not relieve, nor friendſhip 
calm his ſorrows; the melancholy remem- 
brance triumphed over every effort; and 
nothing but the great events which were at 


hand, could rouze him from the © AK into 
which he had fallen. 


Already had diſcord lighted her fatal 


torch, to deſtroy this once flouriſhing em- 


pire: already were the temples profaned, 
religion deſpiſed, its miniſters perſecuted, 
and the nobility who remained faithful to 
their king thrown into ynwholeſome pri- 


{ons, 
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ſons, whilſt their poſſeſſions were pillaged 
and given to. the flames. Among the num- 
ber of the impriſoned were Monſ. Charette 
de Br and Monſ. Charette de B. F. 
D „one aged fixty-nine, the other. 
ſeventy-two ; the former died in the priſon 
of Nantes, the latter in that of Angers. 


I will not dwell on the particulars of a 
revolution of which hiſtory can offer no 
parallel: its dreadful effects are known to 
the univerſe. It was the cauſe of his 
God; it was the cauſe of his king, which 
wanted defenders: could Charette be deaf 
to the call of honour? He tore himſelf in 
agony from the arms of an adored wile; 
her tears, her entreaties, even the idea of 
the dreary ſolitude to which ſhe muſt be 
condemned by the loſs of her ſon, and the 


abſence of her huſband, could not reſtrain 
him; he'flew to join the faithful Frenchmen 
aſſembled at Coblentz, under the ſacred 


ſtandard of Royalty x. 


2 will not enlarge on the cauſes and neceſſity of the 
emigration which took place, they are too well known 
but if any perſon wiſhes for further information, he may re- 
fer ta the works of a celebrated writer Monſ. Mallet du Pan, 


But 
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But Charette found not among ſtrangers 
the ſame noble enthuſiaſm which animated 
his own breaſt. He ſaw in others an icy 
coldneſs compared with the ardour which he 
felt. Their political diſcuſſions, their delays, 
excited his indignation ; and he returned to 
his own country convinced it was only in 
me hearts of Frenchmen that he could find 
4 that ſublime heroiſm which could brave 
WF every danger to revenge the unmerited ſuf- 
ferings of their monarch. 


Young, and unknown, without that 
ſhining reputation which attracts and ſubju- 
gates the public mind, he could only medi- 
tate in ſilence the vaſt ſchemes which he 
propoled to execute ; and the more his cou- 
rage prompted him to undertake them, the 
greater their difficulties appeared. To ob- 
tain confidence was the firſt point; but how 
could he dare to flatter himſelf that he ſhould 
inſpire it? The armies of the allies were 
now in motion; thoſe of the rebels no 
ſooner appeared in Flanders than they were 


defeated. The Imperial and Pruſſian Eagles 


were erected in the plains of Champagne: | 


thirty 


22 ] 
thirty thouſand emigrants, the flower of the A 
French nobility, eager to ſignalize them. 
ſelves and to diſpute the palm of valour 
with the intreped ſoldiers of the Czlars, pre- 


dicted that the chains of the beſt of kings 
would ſoon be broken, and France be again 


happy under his reign. When, Oh unex- 
pected blow} the retreat was ordered. —O 
wiſdom of Omnipotence, who can pene- 


trate thy immutable decrees? The Conven- 
tionaliſts, exulting in their conqueſts, ruled | 


with a rod of iron the unfortunate Bretons, 
_ever celebrated for their attachment to 
their 61-9 46 


Reduced to deſpair by the requif:ons, 
oppreſſed by a thouſand arbitrary vexations, 
they in ſome meaſure forced the gentlemen 
who {till retained their eſtates to put them- 
ſelves at their head. The coalition which 
had been formed in Poitou and Brittany, of 
which Monl. de R was the chief (and 


* Britanny was the only —— whoſe nobility 
would not ſend deputies to the States-General in 1789, 
becauſe they were not aſſembled according to the laws of 
the realm, 


. of 
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1 
of which Charette was a member) had not 
yet eſtabliſhed itſelf on ſo firm a baſis as 
was neceſſary for ſo great an enterpriſe, but, 
it was of importance to profit by the dil- 
content teſlified in the country ; already 
Gaſton, the intrepid Gaſton, at the head of 
forty brave men, had defended his canton 
againſt theſe exactions. He ſoon fell; but 
his name ſurvived, and was long the rally- 


N ing cry of the Royaliſts“. 
n- 4 W This induſtrious and valiant people were 
ed 4 not furniſhed with arms; but they ſoon 
„ W found the means of procuring them. Each 
cottage became a workſhop, and the iron 
| . groaned under the repeated blows of. the 
hammer. The tools of agriculture, coarſely 
— i faſhioned, became tremendous weapons, with 
=_y which they faced death, and vanquiſhed 
1 their enemies. The firſt arms of the Roy- 
m- N | 
ch * Gaſton was a haie-dreter, a native of Rhodez, but 


who had long been ſettled in Brittany : we forget his 
origin when we conſider the nobleneſs of his ſentiments. 
Thoſe who ſerve their country with honour have no need 
of illuſtrious anceſtors, He was ſucceeded by a Mar- 
ſhal de Redon, who did not long furvive him. 


aliſts 


L 24 | I 
aliſts were {6 pointed withiron, and prongs, | 
Scythes bent ſerved them for ſabres, their | 3 
horſes without ſaddles were guided by a | F 
cord; with theſe weak reſources they ob- | 
tained by their victories two hundred pieces | 


of cannon and-more than eighty thouſand 
muſkets. 


O illuſtrious defenders of the religion of 
your anceſtors, and the throne of your Y : 
kings! why cannot I purſue the relation of 
your exploits ? \ 3 
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Generous Bonchamp, virtuous Delbe, in- 
defatigable Talmont, valiant Leſcure, in- 
trepid la Roche Jaquelin, brave Stoflet* !— 
but hiſtory will render you the homage 
which is your due as heroes: affeQion can 
only ſtrew a few flowers on your tomb as 


friends. 
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* To the names of theſe illuſtrious chiefs may be added 
thoſe of Piron de Maſſenge, Villeneuve, Keller, la 
Gueriniere, Boiſſin, Guignard de Tiſanges, Foreſtieres, 
Cathelineau, d'Autichamp, Deſſeſſart, \Bernard de 
Marigni, Langrenier, Herboldt, VOiſeau, &c. 
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The inhabitants aſſembled in erowds, and 
all ſwore to die in ſupport of that ſacred 
cauſe which they had reſolved to defend. 
Alas! this was not a trivial oath ! .The de- 
vaſtation of this unfortunate country atteſts 

too plainly that its inhabitants preferred 
death to perjury.” The ſcaffold itſelf could 
not appal theſe truly heroic fouls.” In the 


fitting of the Convention of the 6th of | 


Auguſt 1799, a member arrived from La 
Vendee thus expreſſed himſelf; Think not 
« they (the Royaliſts) will return from their 
«© error; a prifoner taken at Martign& 
« wold neverery Vive la Repibligue ; twelve 
5 'ſoldiers held their bayonets to his breaſt, 
but he ſtill continued to repeat Vive le 
* "Ro: : wearied with ſo much reſiſtance we 
« dif; patched him with repeated ſtabs.” 


Theſe civutifihncss diſquieted' the _ 
ventionilts : they ſent ſome battalions, p 
ſuaded that the appearance 'of the any 


would be ſufficient to diſperſe thoſe popular 


parties which were found in every village. 
The reſiſtance which they met with deter- 
mined them to uſe more violent means. 
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if Vomen ſuffered the moſt dreadful inſults. 
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Then it was that they adopted the ſyſtem of 
terror: every houſe in which they could 
not find the maſter of the family was pil- 
laged, the cattle were taken away, and the 


To take away all pretence for reproach, 
the Royaliſts determined to make ſome pro- 
|» . | poſals to their enemies; they demanded the 
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4 reſtitution of their prieſts, and their religion, 


and the exemption of their perſons from re- 
quiſition. No,” replied their oppreſſors, 
+ ſubmiſſion, or death:” this anſwer was the 
| ſignal for carnage ; the Conventionaliſts 
\ have no longer men to contend with, but 
raging lions, whom the certainty of death 
cannot reſtrain. - They precipitate them- 
ſelves:upon the thick phalanx of their ene- 
mies, ſeize their arms, take poſſeſſion of 
their cannons, and ule them to complete 


their victory. The firſt ſucceſs augmented 


== conſiderably the Chriſlian army; the op- 


* 


preſſed Cantons demanded their aſſiſtance, 
and offered to join them. A large territory 


ö 
— 2 2 


Was conquered by their valour, and order 
Vas reſtored by the introduction of wiſe 
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laws. A general council“ was eſtabliſhed 
to direct the plans and to provide for the 
wants of the army: each pariſh had alſo a 
particular council which was ſubordinate to 
the general council; and the proclamations, 
the raiſing taxes, and every thing relative 


to government was carried in the name of 
Louis XVII. 


The royal army, in number about ſixty 
thouſand, conſiſted of four diviſions tf. They 
bore as their ſtandard the ſacred ſign of the 
croſs. After repeated ſucceſſes they arrived 
at Saumur; here a new ſpecies of combat 
awaited them: they had ditches to crols, 
walls and ramparts to ſcale; but nothing 
could withſtand the defenders of religion; 
nothing could reſiſt the cry of © The fivord 
| 


* The military council was compoſed of twelve prin- 
cipal officers, of which Monſ. Delbe was preſident. The 
preſident of the general council was the Biſhop of Agra ; 
Monſ. Carriere, was procurator-general ; and Monf, 
Jagn, ſecretary. / 

| L | 
+ That which Charette commanded was called for a 


long time by the name of Gaſton; his humility did not 
wilt to deſtroy this error. 
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, God, and of Louis bis ſervant.” The 
aſſailants. climbed with incredible difficulty 
up. every. part of the walls, and they even 
found a paſlage through the openings where 
the cannons were. planted, At length the 
white flag waved on the moſt elevated 
towers, and the cry of Vive le Roi reſounded 
through the city. The Swiſs and German 


priſoners were ſet at liberty; and all were 


—_ importunate to be permitted to ſerve with 

1 their glorious defenders. Theſe ſoldiers, MM 

4 and thoſe who joined them, formed a corps 4 

1 of between ſeven and eight thauſand men; 

5 they were the only hired troops, and were 
#4 always in the army of Charette, to whole R 
„ ſucceſs the natural bravery of the Germans fir 
15 did not a little contribute. The ſurrender cor. 
. f of Saumur ſurniſhed the Royaliſts with ar- re: 
i tillery, arms, horſes, and proviſions of all ca 
4 kinds. O unfortunate fields of Done, Briſ- by 
f ſac, St. Florent, Lugon, and Machecoul ! c 
T4 You who were bathed with the blood of th 
bl PFrenchmen, relate what heroic actions, what 1 
148 prodigies of valour you witnelled! Thoſe ot 
14 actions are indeed too numerous to be de- of 


ſcribed; but at leaſt the humanity of the 
Chriſtian 
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Y hriftian heroes cannot pals unnoticed. The 
Novyaliſts cauſed the hair of their priſoners 


4 under a promiſe that they ſhould not bear 
arms during the war.— Whilſt the Conven- 
nonaliſts—ſee the decree which condemns 
3 the emigrants, taken in arms, to death. 


3 General Bonchamp, when mortally 
Vvounded, marked his laſt moments by an 
"Fa of generoſity ; he gave liberty to five 
=F thouſand priſoners detained at St. Florent. 


The Convention, unable to reduce the 
* Royaliſts by the ſword, reſolved to employ 
fire. On the 4th of Auguſt 179g, that de- 
cree was palled, which it is impoſſible to 
read without horror: it enacted, that the 
caſtles, the villages, and the woods poſſeſſed 
by the rebels ſhould be burnt, and that the 
corn ſhould be carried into the interior of 
the Republic. Each column carried before 
it the flaming torch; an immenſe number 
of perſons periſhed, and a tract of country 
of more than twenty leagues in circum» 

ference, 


io be cut off, and then ſet them at liberty, 
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ference, became a prey to the flames“. x for 
hundred thouſand ſouls, women, children, ¶ me 
and old men, fled to the catholic army to 


eſcape violence and death. So many uſe. MW 
leſs perſons, though a great burthen to the Me © 
army, were notwithſtanding received with Wann) 
the compaſſion due to the unfortunate. YL nly 
Note 
This humane action was the cauſe of the 3 eng 
defeat at Mans. So great a multitude con- ; on 
ſumed a great part of the proviſions, and Peer 
retarded the movements of the army. Cha- only 
rette, who was appointed to guard the left av 
bank of the Loire, had no part in that un- hat 
fortunate expedition. At that time, with a hei 
body of only twenty-five thouſand men, he an 
kept in check two hundred and forty thou- Hua 
find, of whom, indeed, a part were ſoldiers WF" 
| 


In 


of the Requiſition: but theſe latter had no- * 
thing. to fear; even had he conquered, they 
would have received protection and, not 
puniſhment from their victors. Such was 
the conduct of the great Henry when he 
harangued his invincible troops with ſuch 
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* Memoirs of Danican. 
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humanity, 
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I Wumanity, © My friends, ſpare not your 


1 8 foreign enemies, but ſave your country- 
ren, 4 men, ſave the French!“ 
| (0 C * o o 
uſe. In the ſame manner Charette diſtinguiſhed 


We enemies of God, from thoſe whom ty- 
; anny had forced into the field. It was 
ny the aſſaſſins of his king whom he did 
Wot conſider as Frenchmen. In one of thoſe 
the nguinary battles he turned away the can- 
on. on from thoſe unfortunate men who had 
ind , een conipelled to march againſt him, and 
ha- only diſperſed them by ſome detachments of 


eft Wcavalry. It has been already mentioned, 
un- What the Royaliſts only ſhaved the hair of 
ha heir priſoners, while thoſe who fell into the 


bands of the Conventionaliſts received no 
Wuarter; and for this purpoſe they invented 
n unheard-of ſpecies of murder. Such 
as the puniſhment called Noyades. © I 


declare, ſays Danican, © that the Vendeans 
have taken more than thirty thouſand pri- 
ſoners from us, whom they have ſent back 


vas 
he with only the loſs of their hair, and that 
ch * they committed no cruelty till after we 


had ſet them the example.“ 
On 
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On the gth of Auguſt Le Quinio wrote 


8 f 4 


thus to the Convention : © I have caufed 
* five hundred priſoners to be ſhot andi 
«* drowned at Fontenai le Peuple.” Le 
Vaſſeur de la Sarthe cauſed ſeven hundred 
priſoners to be ſhot and drowned between 
Saumur and Orleans, in parties from fiſtyM 
or ſixty to a hundred. The commiſſioner 1 
Garnier wrote thus to the Convention ou 
the 10th of December: © I have cauſe 


e fifty-erght prieſts to be drowned.”. Til 
ſame perſon wrote on the 28th of Nowell 


ber 1793, Ninety prieſts have juſt bee 
* brought to me, I have drowned tem 


6c 


7 


& which has given me great pleaſure.” Bar- 
abu) lov Wi report on the 25th of October 


fays, © La Vendee exiſts no longer: thy 


* country. is now a vaſt deſert : we have 
* retaken eight thouſand priſoners.” From 


whence it is evident that the Royaliſts did 
not ſhoot thoſe whom they captured. Ini 
vain did Charette remonſtrate againſt-theſ4Wf 
atrocities; neither his repreſentations nor 
his menaces were regarded: he reſolved toi 


ſhew an example of ſeverity; an act with 
which he has often reproached himſelf, be- 


cauſcf 
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cauſe it did not produce the effect which he 
expected. At the taking of Machecoul, 
after having been wounded, and having had 
two horſes killed under him, whilſt he was 
giving thanks to the God of armies upon 
the field of battle, he was informed that the 
Conventionaliſts had taken three priſoners, 
two peaſants and an emigrant. He pro- 
poſed to give in exchange for them five 
hundred which were in his power, proteſting 
that he would give no quarter unleſs they 
were returned. Inſtead of an anſwer to his 
© propoſal, the victims were brought forward 
and {hot in the ſight of his negotiator. At 
this recital Charette was unable to reſtrain 
the fury of his enraged ſoldiers ; they ruſhed 
on the five hundred priſoners, and ſacrificed 
them to the ſhades of their unfottunate 
companions. From this epoch, the war 
aſſumed a character infinitely more ſavage , 
than that of the Vandals. The preſence of 
the commander alone could ſtop the pro- 
greſs of theſe outrages ; when he was abſent, 


the furious ſoldiers breathed only vengeance 
and deſpair, 
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The reduction of Machecoul paved the 
way to new ſucceſſes. Charette proceeded 
along the coaſt, and with the aſſiſtance of 
boats and raſts, which his indefatigable 
troops conſtructed for him, he made himſelf 
maſter of the iſles of Bouin and Noirmou- 
tier, where the enemy had amaſſed large 
magazines of proviſions and ammunition ; 
the Royaliſts hoped to be able to make it 
their head-quarters, but this poſt was too 
important not to be ſubje& to the attacks of 
the Conventionaliſts; they beſieged it by 
land and ſea, and though it was defended 
with the utmoſt bravery, the Royaliſts were 
obliged to evacuate it. The retreat was 
hazardous; ſeveral boats were deſtroyed by 
the cannon of the enemy ; they were obliged 
to eſcape on the wrecks under a heavy fire 
from the muſketry, and to make their way 
through numerous battalions which lined 
the ſhore. Charette, at the head of his 
brave. troops, gave the example, to equal 
which they ſurpaſſed their uſual intrepidity. 


. How painful was this ſcene to the ge- 
nerous heart of the hero! the ſick and 


wounded, 


WM 2 


wounded, together with the rear guard, were 
ſurrounded, and one thouſand eight hundred 
were made priloners, among whom was the 
brave Stotlet. 


Alas! he was too fatally convinced from 
the event of Machecoul of the deſtiny that 
awaited them*, He could not even hope 
to exchange them for three thouſand Con- 
ventionaliſts whom he had taken in different 
ſkirmiſhes. The brave Stoflet, who had 
diſcovered ſuch noble ſentiments, ſuch bril- 
liant talents, was among thole who were 
deſtined to this barbarous maſſacre; this 
dreadful idea tormented Charette, until a 
dawn of hope in ſome degree reſtored peace 
to his mind. Stoflet was ſtill unknown ; his 
protector founded his hope on the enemy's 
want of penetration, who could not, like 
him, diſcover and appreciate virtue and 
merit. He ventured to demand him clan- 
deſtinely, threatening at the ſame time to 
put to death three thouſand priſoners, in 


They were all ſhot or drowned by order of Thureau 
and Bourbotte, See the memoirs of Danican, note 15. 
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caſe of refaſal. He receives no anſwer; 
could he reſolve to make the ſacrifice which 
he had threatened? No; cruelty and re- 
venge were repugnant to the feelings of his 
ſoul—he framed excuſes for his enemies; 
he whom he wiſhed to ſave had, perhaps, 
fallen the victim of his courage—his letter 
might not have been received. Happily his 
ſenſibility had not long to ſuſtain this pain- 
ful conflict. Stoflet regained his liberty; he 
had the addreſs to deceive the vigilance of 
his guards; or rather, we may believe, that 
the fate of three thouſand individuals 
touched the hitherto inflexible heart of his 
gaoler; and that he connived at an eſcape 
which would fave the lives of ſo many un- 
fortunate men, 


What unexpected felicity for Clients! 
He ſees his friend, he embraces him, and 
may now follow the dictates of his gene- 
roſity by giving liberty to his priſoners. 
The ſoldier readily obeys the commands of 
his captain; with one hand he wipes away 
the tear which fell for the death of his com- 
panions, and with the other he breaks the 

——_ bonds 


Ef 


bonds of thoſe who were deſigned to be 
ſacrificed to his revenge. 


If the Royaliſts had cauſe for regret in 
the death of their companions 1n arms, 
they ſaw with ſatisfattion that ſome ſenti- 
ments of honour ſtill exiſted in the breaſts 
of thoſe who were ſent to oppole them. 
Independently of theſe ſentiments, the hu- 
manity of Charette increaſed the number 


ol his partizans daily; whole corps joined 


him; even the proſpect of certain death 
could not intimidate them ; the Almighty 
W gave them fortitude in proportion as they 
felt compaſſion for the ſituation of their 
king. 
La Vendée ſcarcely perceived the loſſes 
it had ſuſtained; the Conventionaliſts could 
not boaſt the ſame advantages. It was at this 
period that Brule wrote thus to the Con- 
vention, Other generals not leſs dangerous, 
* are the old ſoldiers who ſuffer themſelves 


* to be led aſtray by the ſuggeſtions of 


% ariſtocracy.” - 


If, 
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has been proved, will ſoon exterminate theſe 


ritories of the republic. 


unite over our heads, and petrify with ter. | 
thunder, ſo theſe impetuous ſoldiers aflemble; 


the fierceneſs of their looks inſpire horror, 


with cmunze. 


92 = 
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had all the ſucceſs we aicht have promiſeg | I 
ourſelyes, it is becauſe we have only ſent 
undiſciplined troops into the field; but the 
immortal garriſon of Mentz, whoſe valour 


hordes of fanatics and robbers from the ter. 


As the ſcattered clouds in the horizon | 
ror the weak and timid when they burſt i 
their devaſtating voice 1s heard from afar, 1 
and all ſeek an aſylum which may conceal RF 


them from men familiarized with battles and 


This new ſcourge is directed againſt La 


Vendée; but Charette ſees it without emo- Ml 
tion. Like a {kilful general, he chooſes the [el 
moſt advantageous poſts, penetrates into Ir 
the woods, and confines his army within | 
narrow bounds. The enemy follows with . 
u 


ardour, re he has been forced to 


retreat: 
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3 retreat: no ſooner have they entered this 


Hullery is uſeleſs; each ſlep enſnares them; 
| haraſſed inceſſantly by the pealants, who 
know all the defiles, they endeavour to re- 


Wliroyed ; in ſhort, they all fall by the 
Wavcnging ſword of the Vendeans, or by the 
amine which was inevitable in a country 
hat their own hands had deſolated. I have 
Peen aſſured by many eye-witneſſes on each 
ide, that not ten men of the garriſon of 
Menz returned. 


The defeats at Mans, the battles of 
XG randville, &c. had extremely weakened 
che Chriſtian army on the right bank of the 
Loire. Charette ſent ſome of his officers 
to collect the remainder ; the brave Stoflet 
W was of the number; 5 became at length 
g the commander, and put in practice the 
leſſons he had received from the hero whoſe 
friend he was. 


This title would be a ſufficient eulogium; 
but poſterity will, without doubt, aan him 
a "Sin 


narrow part of the country than their ar- 


tire, but it is too late,—the roads are de- 


[ 40 ] 


a diſtinguiſhed place among thoſe illuſtrious 
foreigners who have offered their ſervices M 
to France, 4 


This diviſion had already weakened 
Charette's army. Cathelineau excited Brit- 
tany to arms, and the Vendean army ſup- 
plied commanders. Other parties of Roy. 
aliſts, now known by the name of Chouans, 
detached themſelves from the forces which 
no longer appeared a formidable bod; 
This was undoubtedly the cauſe of the mi 
fortunes which the Catholic armies expe- 4 
rienced, who, before this epoch, numbered 40 
| their battles by their victories. 


Lower Brittany produced the Chouans; 
they conſiſted, at firſt, of a few unfortunate 7 
men, who took refuge in the woods to 
eſcape the requiſitions, and who only ven- 
tured out at night to procure ſubſiſtence; 
they were for this reaſon called Char-buan Wil 
; (owls) from which is derived the word 
Chouans. They are now very numerous, 
and extend from Breſt to Chartres. Expe- 
rience has taught them that humanity ha 
rather 
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father been prejudicial than advantageous 
to the Vendeans ; at preſent they. equal the 


Republicans in cruelty, and neither ſide 
ever give een 


The people of Brittany are a ſeparate na- 


tion; they poſſeſs great energy of character, 
are religious, hoſpitable, firm in their enter- 
prizes, and of unſhaken bravery. The men 
are ſmall, but ſtrong and vigorous: even 
their amuſements are manly; they conſiſt of 
teaping, wreſtling, and quoits. Their com- 
mon weapon is a club, three feet and a half 
long, pointed at each end with iron; they 
manage this ſo dexterouſly; that they fear 
nothing but fire-arms. It is rare to find a 
countryman 'who ſpeaks French; and they 
look with contempt on all who do not ſpeak 
their language, which is very ſimilar to the 
Welſh. Kindneſs attaches them; but op- 
preſſion irritates, and renders them violent; 
From the knowledge I have of this province; 
I can affirm, that it may, like La Vendée, 
be deſtroyed, but it will never ſubmit. This 
is not a paradox; à people equally ener- 
getic and religious will not yield to force. 

F 1 
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The inhabitants of Cevennes, who reſiſted 
Louis XII. and the Corſicans, who reſiſted 
the efforts of F rance, afford examples of 


this truth. Brittany may periſh, but it will 
never adopt the Republican ſyſtem. 


The Convention, who deſpaired of obliging 
Charette to ſurrender, and feared the ruin 
of its own armies, determined to make him 
propoſals of peace. The hero, guided 
only by his ſenſibility, would have eſteemed 
that day the happieſt of his life, in which he 
ſhould ſtop the effuſion of his country's 
blood; firm in his principles, he did not 
forget the noble motive which made him 
take up arms ; he once more demanded the 
re-eſtabliſhment of religion, the recall of its 
miniſters, indemnification to all thoſe whoſe 
| poſſeſſions had been deſtroyed, and an am- 
neſty for all who had ſhared his fatigues 
and dangers, ſo that neſther informations 


or reproaches might poiſon the general 
happineſs, 


But could Charette forget the ſon of his 
auguſt maſter, his lawful king, for whom. 


he 


F i 


he had expoſed his life a thouſand times, 
and who languiſhed in that fatal tower from 


' which his father was conducted to the ſcaf- 


fold ? No—take coutage, ye in whoſe ſouls 
ſenfibility and virtue yet are found ; you 
will always find Charette worthy of you, 
and of himſelf. The royal child had not a 
more faithful ſubject, or a more intrepid 
defender. Charette would have died, if 
ſuch a ſacrifice had been neceſlaty ; but he 
could never deſert the ſon of his king, the 
inheritor of his throne, and of his virtues. 


This 1mportant article cauſed great de- 
bates. Could Charette yield? He had 
already ſhed his blood in this noble cauſe ; 
he would have loſt the laſt drop of it rather 
than have committed an unworthy action. 
Even the reflection, that his native city was 
expoſed to all the horrors of famine, that 


his friends were in irons, his diſtracted family 


groaning in a dungeon, could not ſhake 
his principles, His foul was torn with 
conflicting paſſions, but ſtern duty ſilenced 
the ſentiments of nature, and he owned 
only his-God and his king. - 
The 
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The negotiating commulſioners proved to 
him the impoſſibility of btinging the Con- 
vention to his terms. The majority were 
well diſpoſed, but the time was not favour- 
able to the accomplilhment of their purpoſe. 
Robeſpierre ſtill ſeemed to reign in the per- 
ſons of his partiſans; to have propoſed 
royalty would have cauſed the reſurrection 
of that monſter. Well, replied the young 
hero, with noble enthuſiaſm, give to my 
protection the grandſon of Maria Thereſa, 
and what the brave Hungarians did for her, 
the faithful Bretons will do for him. 

Either from the difficulty of terminating 
otherwiſe the negotiations, or from want of 
ſincerity, this important point was agreed 


to. On this condition only would Charette 


ſet up the Republican colours, or ſit by the 
fide of che murderers of his king“. 


i} * ' 7 , 
| „ 


Care was taken not to mention this article in the 
examination of Charette, or to publiſh any thing that 


related to this condition; at leaſt, the affair was treated 


ſo lightly, that it was evident they did not wiſh for much 
information 
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As ſoon as the treaty was concluded, the 
blockade of Nantes was raiſed. Charette 
entered the city amidſt the acclamations ob 
the people. Profuſion followed him ; peace 
and happineſs were reſtored; the tears 
which were ſhed were no longer thoſe of 
deſpair, but thoſe produced by the expetta- 
tion of that happineſs which peace and har- 
mony beſtow. | 


Thus the commander of La Vendee is no 
longer treated as a robber; he is acknow- 


ledged by the repreſentatives as the chief of 
the party, and even of the canton, becauſe 
La Vendee has its own laws, and its own 
religion. The dreadful right of war has 
conterred on him privileges, which from 


information on the ſubject. It is, however, certain that 
Louis XVII. was to have been given up to Charette. 
Monſ, de Chat — was to have taken him from the 


caſtle of Choiſi, whither it was ſtipulated that the Re- 


publicans ſhould conduct him; but the young prince died 
2 few days before the period fixed for his liberty. I will 
not repeat all that has been ſaid on this occurrence. I 


am not convinced; and I will not believe evil, but 
when it is impoſſible to do otherwiſe. 
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time immemorial exiſted between the powers, 
which politics, ambition, or other intereſts 
divided; thus we no longer tremble for his 
life, or, at leaſt, he will not terminate it like 
a criminal. Such are the reflections which 
muſt occur to the mind of every man, who 
regards the rights of men as ſacred. The 
moſt incredulous, or the moſt partial perſons 
cannot doubt, but that there was a ſecret 
treaty. Let us conſider the character of 
Charette, and we muſt ſuppoſe ſome very 
great advantages induced him to take the 
national cockade, and receive in his camp 
the repreſentatives of the revolution, and to 
dine with them; there muſt have been 
powerful motives to /induce him to make 
ſuch a ſacrifice. 


E 


Repoſe ſucceeded the noife of arms ; the 
lahourer ſought the ſpot where was once 
his humble cottage; he conſtructed a hut 
there, and confided to the earth with joy 
that grain which he hoped te reap in peace. 
Charette traverſed theſe deſolated fields, 
conſoled his brave companions, encouraged 


their labour, and diſpenſed his benefits 


with 
that 


Ft ] 


that affability and affection which rendered 
him dear to every heart. 


When the peace was made, Charetie ſent 


back the labourers. to cultivate the land, and 
reſerved only the hired troops in his camp 


at Belleville, whom the commiſſioners of 
the negotiation ſupplied with proviſions. 


The country, once ſo ruinous, where the 


birds of night only were heard, began 
WT to {mile on the labours of the cultivator. 
The timid ſhepherdeſs might already num- 
ber her little flock, and unite her melodious 
Podice to that of the inhabitants of the air, 
in rendering thanks to the Almighty. 


Charette, relying on the performance of 
that engagement which he had contracted, 
numbered anxiouſly the days and hours which 
were to precede the reſtoration of his young 
ſovereign, to teign in La Vendee; in ex- 
pectation of that time, when, like Henry the 
Great, he might. by his virtues: oblige his 
deluded people to acknowledge him. But 
this unfortunate prince, this pledge of our 

Ol 23650 5, lone 
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love, ſunk under his misfortunes; the 
illuſtrious deſcendant of ſo many kings is 
no more! As a beauteous flower which 
exhibited to the aſtoniſned eye the rich gifts 
of nature, and attracted the attention of the 
cultivator, bends its faded head when it is 
negletted by his protecting hand; ſo this 
royal child, deprived of the tender cares of 
a mother, falls a victim to languor and me- 
lancholy, and ſinks under the reiterated mil: 


fortunes which undermined his conſtituyon, 


3 


I will not attempt to deſeribe che grief ol 


the Chriſtian army ; if even thoſe who had 
no intereſt in the fate of this innocent 


victim, could compaſſionate: his lot, bow WF 


acute muſt have been the feelings of his 


faithful 0927095 Mon 


»" *4 
$253" 32 i, 
* 


This Po r race was not 
extinct by the death of the prince; his uncle 
| ſucceeded him: the cries. of ſorrow and 


diſtreſs were followed by : thoſe of: © Long 


Bis ” Louts the Sth) 


The convention jepemting of their con- 
ſent to a peace ſo glorious for Charette, and 


ſeeing 


[ @ }þ 


ſeeing the progreſs of their arms in other 
countries, ſeized the pretext of this procla- 
mation to break the truce, alledging as a 
reaſon, that the Vendeans had infringed the 
laws of the Republic, by recalling into France 
a prince proſcribed as an emigrant. 


Hoſtilities were conſequently renewed; 
war again raged, and nature, who had be- 
gun to {mile on theſe deſolated countries, 
was once more condemned to a fearful 
ilence. 


Dare I paint the devaſtations and carnage 
arhich were endured by Brittany, Poitou, 
Anjou, Maine, and Normandy? No! my 
ſenſibility refuſes fo painful a taſk; I will 
abridge the dreadful recital, Who could 
hear without anguiſh the particulars of that 
fatal conteſt; relation againſt relation, friend 
againſi friend, the ſon oppoled to the father, 
the father armed againſt the ſon, and. the 
blood of Frenchmen bathing the earth on all 
hdes? O my country! O unhappy France! 
may the Almighty caſt a pitying eye on thy 

misfortunes; may he calm that inveterate 


G rage, 


Fs ] TT 


rage, and thoſe cruel diſſentions which lay 
thee waſte; may he reſtore thy peafe. and 
6+ err 


But 1 muſt finiſh the painful taſk I have 
impoled-on myſelf. Of what efforts is not 
friendſbip capable, ſince in retracing this 


melancholy ſubject my own wounds bleed 
afreſh. 


The brave Stoflet had followed the ex- 
ample of Charette in exchanging the mur- 
.* derous {word for the peaceful olive. The 
Chouans of Brittany were aſtoniſhed at ſee- 
ing the morning of a bright day once more 
illumine their hemiſphere; But fatal diſ- 
cord again ſhook her flaming torch, and 
ſpread terror and diſmay. The reaper 
leaves his fields, and exchanges with a figh 
the inſtruments of agriculture: for the de- 
vaſtating ſword of the fierce God of war. 
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1 It is well known that Monſ. Cormartin, 

and the other chiefs of the Chouans, were 

- arreſted during the truce by the jealouſy 
7 


7 


of the commiſſioners of the Convention 
who were at Rennes“. ; 
The army of La Vendee weakened by its 
ſucceſſes as well as by its defeats, and finding 
it difficult to obtain recruits , was obliged to 
contract its boundaries. It remained quiet 
becauſe the enemy found a difficulty in at- 
tacking it. This civil war was repugnant to 
the feelings of Frenchmen ; but the con- 
queſts of the Conventionaliſts furniſhed them 
with reinforcements of Belgians, Liegois, 
and Batavians, who preferred ſerving the 
Republicans here, to acting againſt their ſo- 
vereigns, whoſe vengeance they dreaded, 


Thus Charette ſaw new troops brought 
againſt him daily, whilſt he found it very dif- 
ficult to procure reinforcements. Nothing 
however could ſhake the firmneſs of his mind, 
and though he had been totally deſerted, he 


\ * See the Memoirs of Danican. 


+ The deſerters preferred joining the Chouans ; their 
method of making war was better ſuited to the inclina- 
tions of the ſoldiers. 


would 


* 


7 
would not have forſaken the holy cauſe, and 
his laſt ſigh would have been for his kin g. 


One of his greateſt enemies has pro- 
nounced his eulogium. * Charette's cou- 
„rage was invincible, he preſerved in dan- 
gers an unalterable tranquillity, and a 
_ * preſence of mind ſeldom ſeen: he was in- 
* ſinuating, enterpriſing, indefatigable, and 
« active. He kept the field a whole winter 
© againſt thirty thouſand men, with an army 
© of only five hundred adventurers.” Thus 


Therſites could not refrain from doing juſ- 


tice to Agamemnon, Alas! theſe were the 
laſt efforts of the hero of La Vendee ; but 
how numerous were the trials through which 
he had to paſs before he reached the end of 
| his career ! je 


The Loire was an inſurmountable barrier 
which prevented him from protecting the 
deſcent at Quiberon. © We muſt, ſaid he, 
at all hazards, effect a junction, or we 
« are loſt.” The brave army under the 


* See the French Journal, entitled L' Am: des Patriotes, 
of 22 1796. 
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command of its courageous chief, was 
ready to hazard every thing. The hope of 
ſupporting the brother of his king, who for 
ſome time had earneſtly ſolicited his aſſiſt- 


ance, made him reſolve to leave no means 
ntried to accompliſh his purpole. The 
Duke de Bourbon, a deſcendant worthy of 
he Conqueror of Roquoy, emulous of the 
ame of his father, and not ſatisfied with 
he laurels he had gathered in the plains of 
lace, was expected to join the Chriſtian 
my; and from one extremity of the king- 
m to the other, the name of Conde. ral- 
d all the faithful Frenchmen under the 
red banner of religion and honour. Cha- 
Wte's advice to effect this important junc- 
dn was not followed. Who could foreſee 
at fo noble an enterpriſe would be attended 
th ſuch deſtruttive conſequences! The fa- 
liſt of the unfortunate victims of this ex- 
dition fell into the hands of the hero; he 
there the names of his relations, his 
nds, and his countrymen; a cruel preſage 
the fate which awaited him ! His brother 
length joined him; but it ſeemed as if 
ven permitted this moment of happineſs 
to 


[3 


, to prove his firmneſs. They had ſcarcely 
met, when duty called them to the field. n 
' Charette did not loſe ſight of his beloved t 
friend; he ſaw him brave danger, loſe him. 
ſelf among thick battalions of the enemy, 
and appear again covered with the blood {c 


he had ſhed. He trembled for a life ſo pref g 
cious; his fears were too well founded: h. 


ball ſtruck him, he fell, and his eyes wer tr 
cloſed for ever. N 
th 

O reader, if thou haſt a brother or a friend, 

conceive the grief of Charette. From that 
fatal day his cheerfulneſs forſook him, a te at 
der melancholy ſuccetded, ſometimes he N ve 
plunged in a deep reverie, at others, ten 4 
trickled down his cheeks. Theſe affect m 
ſcenes were only the prelude to one moi , 87 
dreadful to his family, and to his fellow \ | 
diers, whoſe love he had gained by ſhar b, 
their fatigues and their dangers. col 
he 
The Convention, who found even ben 
name formidable, propoſed to him * 


withdraw into another kingdom, with | 


fortune, or to retire to ſome city, where 
l = 


L 66 | 


might live-in tranquillity, under the protec- 
tion of the conſtituted authorities * 


But could Charette abandon his faithful 
ſoldiers; could he diſgrace ſeven years of 
o pre glory by a baſeneſs? No! If he muſt fall, 
led; if he reſolved to die as he had lived, like a 
wen true French Chevalier, like a Chriſtian 
Hero, worthy the eſteem of his king, and 


the favour of his God. 


friend, . | 
Numerous Republican Cohorts advanced 


m that 
au and preſſed on Charette's army. He endea- 
he u voured to gain a more advantageous polt. 


After the example of 1 he deter- 
mined to reconnoitre it himſelf, If that 
great man met a more ſudden deathf, the 


3, deal 
Fectul 
e Mol 
ow (0 
Mari *I cannot anſwer for the truth of this paragraph, not 

having been able to procure intelligence on which I 
could depend; but it appears that after his examination 
he frequently demanded the letter which had been writ- 
ten to him on this ſubject: he mentioned the date and 


the contents, and the perſon who had poſſeſſion of it, 
without effect. 8 


ven! 
him 
vith! 
here 

mig 


+ It is well VID on Martha Taverns was Llled 
by a cannon ſhot on a reconnoitring party. 


fate 


5 | 
fate af Charette was rendered more erüel 
7 by being deferred. 


f At th head of fifty men he was fur. 


| rounded by five hundred; he defended him. 


ſelf with his accuſtomed bravery, and ſuc. 
ceeded. in cutting his way through the 
enemy. But he eſcaped this danger only to 
fall into one ſtill greater; almoſt all his eſcort 
fell; he received three wounds, and the 
loſs of blood added to the incredible effor; 
which he had made, weakened him ſo much 


that he was unable to ſupport himſelf. Two 
faithful Germans, who were generally near 


his perſon, carried him into a neighbouring 
wood, hoping by their care to reſtore; him 
to life: alas! they ſoon fell victims to their 
attachment. A villain, -unmoved at the 
fituation to which he ſaw this great man re- 


duced, pointed out the place of his retreat. 


He was attacked; his two ſoldiers fell at his 
fide; and he would doubtleſs have experi- 


enced a ſimilar fate, if his enemies had not 


perceived that his arm, by being in a fling, 
prevented his reſiſtance, and that it was im- 


—_ for him to defend his life. 
I 


5 18 


It is not proſperity, but adverſity which 
makes virtue appear in all its brightneſs. 
Thus Charette, in irons, preſerved the ſame 
firmneſs, and was as calm as on a day of 


triumph at the head of his army. The com- 
poſure which appeared in his countenance 


atteſted the purity of his heart. He was 
not ignorant that death awaited him; he re- 
ſigned his body to his enemies, but they had 
no power over his ſoul; that ſoul which felt 
not the injuries they did him, which was a 
ſacred aſylum, where neither fear, nor weak- 
neſs, could penetrate. His avaricious perſe- 
cutors expected to find great riches in the 
poſſeſſion of the commander of the Royal 
and Chriſtian army, who never ſaw an ob- 


ject of compaſſion without relieving its 
diſtreſs ! 


He had only a few pieces of gold ſuffi- 
cient for his daily expences. His port-folio 
contained the commiſſion of Lieutenant-Ge- 
neral, beſtowed on him by his auguſt maſter, 


and the portrait of Louis XVI. and his un- 


fortunate family; and upon his breaſt was 
diſcovered a holy relic, and the ſacred fign 
H F of 
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of our redemption. The people aſſembled 
in crowds. to; meet: him. They ſurveyed 


him with. an emotion of mingled fear and 


reſpect. Full of admiration ſor this great 


man, to whom they could not refuſe their 


/ 


/ 


eſteem, not one diſreſpectful expreſſion was 
heard ; on the conftary; the people ſeemed 
to ſigh ĩn ſecr̃et at the ſeverity of thole cruel 
laws which threatened to deprive France of 
its firmeſt; ſupport in condemnimg to death 
this illuſtrious hero. 


He was at firſt conducted to Angers, 
which was ſuppoſed to be intended for the 
place of his execution ; but fate ordained 
that he ſhould drink the cup of bitterneſs to 


the dregs. It was in his native city, amidſt 


his family, that he was condemned. to ter- 
minate his glorious career, and give, an ex- 
ample of courage and heroiſm to the world. 


In the painful preparation he appeared 
unmoved; anſwering all the queſtions which 


were-eagerly aſked him, with that modeſt 
ſimplitity and natural politeneſs which oo 
racteriſe a great mind. 0 
19 | Bold 
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Bold in the teſtimony of his conſcience, 
he appeared before his judges unembarraſſed, 
and unawed. At the inſtant when his ſen- 
tence was about. to be pronounced, all eyes 


were eagerly fixed on him, all ſcrutinized 


every feature of his face with the greateſt 
attention. Men either hoped or feared ac- 
cording to the difference of their political 
Cots to diſcover that weakneſs ſo par- 
donable at ſuch a moment. He was juſt then 


ſpeaking to a perſon near him; he ſtopped, 
liſtened to his ſentence without emotion, and 
continued his converſation with unaltered 


tranquillity. bar kd io blen 
O power of Omnipotence! to whom every 
thing is poſſible, who canſt by thy command 
annihilate the univerſe, wilt thou permit this: 
cruel ſacrifice? , But what do I ſay? Kings. 
of the earth, is it poſſible for you to reward, 
the merit of this hero? The Supreme Being 
alone is able to crown ſo many virtues, 


The fatal inſtant approached, the miniſter 


of religion advanced,  Charette converſed a 
moment with him, and walked with firmneſs 
towards 
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towards the place of execution. He ob- 
ſerved the crowd with a ſteady look, and 
ſaw with a melancholy pleaſure in the' eyes 
of many, tears which they could not re- 
ſtrain. He commended his ſoul to God, 
his family to his king, and then gave the ſig- 
nal to the ſoldiers, by whole muſkets he im- 
—— fell. 

Such was the fate of this celebrated man, 
whoſe talents and virtues were the aſtoniſh- 
ment and admiration of Europe. Humble 
in proſperity, and great in adverſity, firm in 
the field of battle, and humane after victory; 
in vain would envy tarniſh the memory of 
this hero. The juſt and holy cauſe which 
he ſuſtained and defended till death, gives 
him an eternal clatm to the eſteem of every 
ſovereign, and to the veneration of all 
nations among whom religion and honour 
are ſacred.” | . 
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